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Location:   Beaverton Building Council Chambers 

Members Present 

Tricia Melnik, Board Vice Chair 

Julie Scholz, Board Secretary 

Steve Galván  

Dipti Kale 

Wambui Machua 

Kazuhito Osawa 

Stephanie Somanchi 

Natalie Verdi 

Thomas Zingalis 

Ted Chung 

 

Members Absent 

Janine Kanable, Board Chair 

Dave Vernier, Alternate 

  

Non-Voting Present 

 Cynthia Rozanc, City of Beaverton Program Staff 

Lacey Beaty, Beaverton City Councilor 

 

Visitors 

Meng Chen, Beaverton Community Vision Board and Taiwan native 

Amy Wu Lupro 

Jeff Chang, Nike Global Operations 

 

Quorum Achieved:  10 out of 11 voting members present.  Carolyn McCormick left the board. Ted 

Chung, who served on the BSC board 2009 – 2012 and was raised in Korea, applied for a mid-year 

appointment and was approved. 

 

Meeting Called to Order:  By Tricia at 6:08 p.m.   

 

Meal:  provided by Tom.  Plates, silverware, and waters provided by Cynthia. 

 

April 2015 Minutes:  Approved. Steve moved; Tom seconded. 

Councilor Beaty Report Highlights:  Annual budget is approved tomorrow and will be directed 

by the Community Vision Plan.  
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Taiwan Sister City Visit 

Jeff Chang visited Hsinchu and met with Ivan Peng, from the mayor’s office. Highlights: 

 Hsinchu’s new mayor (4 year term) is 39 and the youngest in the country.  

 How find common ground with Beaverton?  Both tech towns. Scientific park in Hsinchu 

is renowned in the country. 

 Been a while since a formal visit. (Tom Z. was there informally in 2014). Hsinchu would 

come if invited. 

 High school one-month exchange program is set up. Cupertino is another Sister City. 

Action:  Cynthia will check out Cupertino’s SC program. Possible piggyback like Ogaki City? 

 

Beaverton Intercultural Council Update 

 Steve G. is the only current member of BIC. 

 Recruited a new member, an attorney. 

 BIC benefit at ISing concert considered. 

 

Celebrate Beaverton Cultural Festival 

 July 25, 11am – 5pm. Three shifts for BSC booth: Natalie, Kazuhito, Tricia, Dipti, 

Wambui, Ted, Tom, Cynthia. 

 Interactive booth activities:  origami, jigsaw map & trivia questions, stickers. Spinning 

wheel? Chess & checkerboard – popular in Russia.  

 Different foods: almond cookies, macaroons (France); Harbo & other candies (Germany, 

Korea & Japan); chocolates (Russia). 

 Music: live Russian, boombox. Harmonica (Trossingen).   

 Dress: Natalie (Russian); kimono. 

 

New & Ongoing Business 

 Library Open House:  

German theme. Cynthia meeting with Elizabeth Gillespie from Beaverton’s German 

International School. 

 OIA Student Exchange:  

Sunset High students are hand carrying letters between Mayors of Beaverton and Ogaki 

City, Cheonan, and Gotemba. They will do a formal presentation upon their return. 

 V.E. 70th Anniversary in Cluses:  

As part of the Beaverton delegation, Cynthia had a wonderful trip to Cluses, France in 

May and made meaningful connections. She met a local teacher fluent in English, French 
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and German who wants to develop a PenPal program with Beaverton elementary/jr. 

high students.  Age 10 is the target age. 

Mayor Doyle invited the mayors of Cluses and Trossingen to visit Beaverton in 2016. 

 Russian Sister City Visit:  

The student musicians decided not to go to Birobidjan, so the music visit did not 

happen.   

 Foshan City, Guangdong province, China:   
Ted has connections to visitors from and consultants to the Foshan area’s (urban 
population of over 7.2 million) Nanhai District (over 2 million). Dr. “Ju”, a PSU professor, 
has ties to economic development. Raymond Chen, a Univ. of Wisconsin professor, is 
visiting Beaverton July 23 – 28. Stephen Ying is Chair of the Oregon Commission on 
Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs. [According to his online bio, he also is Co-chair of the 
Oregon Civil Rights Council, VP of Oregon Fujiang Sister State, and on the boards of 
Portland Kaohsiung Sister City, Portland Shuzhu Sister City, and Portland Chinese 
Gardens.  

Strategic Plan Updates: 

 A1 – A3: Tom and Cynthia in progress.  Report coming. 

 B1 & E1: Natalie needs more time. 

 C1: Janine and Tricia met a few months ago. Thinking about a quarterly newsletter to 

Beaverton’s sister cities. 

 D1: Discussion on BSC introduction/conversation starter. Stephanie says from a 

psychological perspective, it is helpful to plant the idea of benefits by using the word. 

Councilor Beaty says to use the words “community” rather than “citizen,” unless money 

is used. Be prepared to say what the benefit is to the community with follow-up talking 

points – discuss this at next meeting. 

ACTION:  Julie moved, and Wambui seconded, that we accept Stephanie’s drafted 

opener with two modifications (add “six” Sister Cities, and use “community” vs. 

citizens).  

Opener as approved with clarifications as needed:   

“[Beaverton’s] Sister Cities [Program] works towards cross-cultural understanding, 

educational, and economic exchange between our six Sister Cities.  It is quite a benefit 

to the Beaverton’s community.” 

 E2: Councilor Beaty suggested partnering with another community partner/advisory 

board for the flagship event. Cynthia brought up the idea of repeating the Sustainability 

Summit every six years. 
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 E3: Wambui would like to see a multi-cultural food/cooking event sponsored by BSC 

starting in 2016. Summer is better for attendance. Maybe have food be a bigger part of 

the holiday event. BSC have a booth at the Night Market?  Try it one time on Sept. 12. 

 F1: Done. 

 F3: Wambui is thinking about where to hold alumni event. 

 H: Councilor Beaty says the BSC budget is higher than many other boards (except the 

arts focus). Think about the return on investment for activities. 

 I is on hold. 

 

 

Adjournment:  Meeting was adjourned at 7:41 p.m. 

Next Full BSC Meeting:  Monday, August 24, 2015, at 6 p.m.   

Minutes Taken by Julie Scholz, Board Secretary 

 

 


